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STUDENT FROM FRANCE TEACHES AT UM
by Cary E. Holmquist 
UM Publications and Media Relations
MISSOULA--
Catherine Villemin fell in love with the English language when she 
was 12, and that love led her from Paris, France, to Missoula, Montana.
Now at age 23, Villemin (pronounced Veelmon) teaches French to 20 
University of Montana students as a UM teaching assistant.
In the midst of preparing for her master of arts degree at the 
prestigious Sorbonne University in Paris, Villemin was chosen by the French 
government from 80 applicants to be one of 10 students to participate in 
a one-year exchange with American universities.
The University of Montana, which has provided a French teaching 
assistantship for 10 years, selected her to teach beginning French lan­
guage and literature courses while she pursued her master's thesis research 
on American dramatist Edward Albee.
"I enjoy teaching at UM more than I did in France," she said in 
lightly accented English, "because I'm teaching adults here who are 
friendly and eager to learn, rather than French kids who wear out my 
patience."
Villemin frequently meets with UM faculty members, who help her work 
on her thesis project and other course work, which she said isn ' t  possible
(over)
STUDENT FROM FRANCE — add two
Villemin, who has been at UM since September 1980, is looking for 
other study or employment opportunities that will allow her to stay in 
the United States for another year.
"One year is only enough to get started," she said, adding that she 
would like to remain the western United States.
After returning to France and completing her master's degree require­
ments, Villemin said she wants to write for a French press agency and later 
teach at the university level.
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